WHAT IS AGENT ORANGE,
HOW WAS IT USED AND WHAT DOES IT DO?
WHAT IS AGENT ORANGE? Agent Orange is a chemical herbicidal weapon used by the U.S.
government during the war in Vietnam. These chemicals were shipped to Vietnam in barrels with an
orange band. Agent Orange is a mixture of two dangerous chemicals: 2,4,D and 2,4,5,T. The 2,4,5,T used
in the Agent Orange sprayed over Vietnam was contaminated with high amounts of dioxin during
manufacture. Dioxin, one of the most toxic chemicals known to humanity, was manufactured by 37
companies, including Dow Chemical and Monsanto.

HOW WAS AGENT ORANGE USED IN VIETNAM? Millions
of gallons of Agent Orange were sprayed from 1961 to 1971 in South
Vietnam. The U.S. military sprayed approximately 12% of the land of
Vietnam in order to deprive Vietnamese of food and shelter and to
defoliate the jungles. About 5 million Vietnamese people were exposed
along with many U.S. and allied soldiers. International law scholars
believe the use of Agent Orange in Vietnam constituted chemical warfare,
a violation of the Geneva Convention and a war crime.

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF AGENT ORANGE? The
international scientific community has identified an association between
exposure to Agent Orange and various cancers, reproductive issues,
immune deficiency, endocrine deficiencies, nervous system damage, as
well as other serious health conditions in children and grandchildren of
those exposed including birth defects, developmental disabilities, and
emotional problems.

IS AGENT ORANGE STILL A PROBLEM 40 YEARS AFTER
THE WAR? Yes, in several ways. In Vietnam there are 28 “hot spots”
where dioxin contamination continues to affect the people who live in
these areas and eat the crops, animals and fish. Those who were sprayed
with Agent Orange during the war are now having children (and
grandchildren) affected with serious illnesses and disabilities. There are
current studies that identify the association between diseases associated
with direct Agent Orange exposure and serious birth defects, cancers and
other conditions occurring in succeeding generations. These second and
third generation victims continue to be born in Vietnam as well as to
Vietnam veterans and Vietnamese Americans in the U.S.

WHAT IS BEING DONE? In the U.S., the Vietnam Agent Orange Relief and Responsibility
Campaign (VAORRC) is educating the public about the ongoing problems caused by the United States’
use of chemical warfare in Vietnam and working to pass legislation to remedy these problems. VAORRC
believes that the United States and the chemical manufacturers like Dow and Monsanto must take
responsibility for the use of these chemicals to redress the harm they have caused and to heal the wounds
of war. VAORRC is working with its sister organization, the Vietnam Association for the Victims of
Agent Orange (VAVA), an organization of more than 300,000 Agent Orange victims and activists, to
achieve justice for the victims in Vietnam and in the U.S. VAVA advocates for and provides assistance
to victims in Vietnam, but the needs are great. Agent Orange victims need more help. Through the work
of activists in the U.S., Vietnam and internationally, the U.S. government has allocated some money for
the cleanup of one hot spot, but has done little to alleviate the suffering of the Agent Orange victims in
Vietnam or to clean up the remaining 27 hot spots. Your help is critical in assisting this struggle; for
ways to get involved turn to the other side of this flyer.

HOW CAN I HELP?
! Learn more about justice for those
affected by Agent Orange b y
visiting the VAORRC website
www.vn-agentorange.org.
! Get involved in your community by
holding an educational event or
inviting a speaker by contacting
VAORRC at info@vnagentorange.org.
! Support the legislation introduced
in Congress by Congresswoman
Barbara Lee, H.R. 2114, The
Victims of Agent Orange Relief Act
o f 2 0 1 5. Please contact your
Congress member and ask them to become a co-sponsor. (See more about the bill below).
! Donate to VAORRC’s work of educating, organizing and directly aiding Agent Orange victims
in Vietnam at http://www.vn-agentorange.org/donate.html.

H.R. 2114:
THE VICTIMS OF AGENT ORANGE RELIEF ACT OF 2015
On April 29th, 2015 – 40 years after the end of the Vietnam War – Congresswoman Barbara Lee
introduced H.R. 2114 – the Victims of Agent Orange Relief Act of 2015. The bill will:
1. Provide health care and social services for affected Vietnamese, including medical and
chronic care services, nursing services, vocational employment training, medicines and
medical equipment; custodial and home care, daycare programs; training programs for
caregivers; physical and vocational rehabilitation, and counseling and reconstructive
surgery;
2. Provide medical assistance and disability benefits to affected children of American

Vietnam veterans. Vietnam veterans fought for and won benefits for their Agent
Orange related health conditions, but only children of female veterans were covered for
most conditions. This bill will equalize the benefits to the children of both male and
female American veterans so that the deformities already recognized as compensable for
children of female veterans will be compensable for children of male veterans;
3. Provide health assessment, counseling, and treatment f o r affected Vietnamese-

Americans and their offspring through the establishment of health and treatment
centers in Vietnamese American communities;
4. Clean up the lands and restore eco-systems contaminated by Agent Orange/dioxin in

Vietnam; and
5. Conduct research into the health effects of Agent Orange/dioxin in the U.S. and

Vietnam.

